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MDCCLXXXIX. 


(PRICE TWO SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE.) 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


LORD THURLOW, 


LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


My Lokp, 


AMIDST the tumult of public joy, on that auſpicious 
event which gave origin to the following diſcourſe, permit an 
humble individual to make uſe of the happy occaſion, by at- 
tempting to introduce himſelf to your Lordſhip's notice. It 
is not preſumption, or a vain conception that what is con- 
tained in the following pages, deferves a moment of your at- 
tention, which urges me to this unauthoriſed addreſs ; no 
my Lord, we all know that every ſenſation, which can ariſe 
in the feeling breaſt of a good chriſtian and loyal ſubject, has 
been by you molt intimately experienced; it is diſtreſs, which 
makes a man acquainted with an audacity, which otherwiſe 
he would be ignorant of,—that urges me to dedicate the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe to your Lordſhip, and which excites a ray of 


hope, where cool reaſon might too probably ſee greater cauſe 
for deſpair, 


I have 
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I have many years, my Lord, been in the miniſtry, unbene- 
ficed but by the earnings of a curacy ; in that ſituation I have 
brought up a large family. Four years ago, the applications 
of a worthy friend were crowned with ſucceſs, in ſuch degree 
as to obtain for me this vicarage, to which is appropriated a 
very ſmall income, and ſuch a duty as precludes me from an 
increaſe of it, by the care of another church ; and in the mean 
time, ſickneſs among my children, together with the neceſſary 
expenſes attending a large family, has reduced me to ſuch a 
ſituation, as prompts me, too much at the expenſe of delicacy, 
to take this occaſion of intruding myſelf on your Lordſhip's 
notice. | | 

This is a true apology for my apparent preſumption. It is 
diſtreſs, not vanity, which inſtigates me thus publicly and 
humbly to ſolicit your Lordſhip's protection, and, without 
either a perſonal knowledge of, or introduction to, your Lord- 
ſhip, to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


My LoRp, 


Your moſt devoted, and humble fervant, 


A 


5 N. 
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MaTTHew, the XXVIIth Chapter, and the former part of the 43d Verſe. 


e truſted in God, let him deliver bim now if he will have him, 


HE relation which St. Matthew gives of the crucifixion 

of our Saviour contains, among other affecting particu- 

lars, this taunting expreſſion from the mouths of ſome of the 
ſpectators, at that inſtant when the Redeemer of mankind was 
ſuffering the moſt excruciating pangs, and moſt ignominious 
death, for the redemption of the world: at an inſtant when the 
legal ſufferings of the murderer or the parricide would have 
called forth tears of commiſeration from the moſt obdurate 
breaſt : at a time when one would have thought that beings, 
poſſeſſed of the leaſt drop of the milk of human nature in 
their compoſitions, would have ſhuddered at adding inſult to 
ſuch miſery, Were there found in Judea thoſe who could, as 
they contemplated the expiring Saviour of mankind on the 
croſs, and witneſſed his laſt agonies, revile him, mock him, 
| and 
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and ſay, He truſted in God, let him deliver him now if he 
will have him ;” and theſe were among the more inſtructed 
claſſes of the people, for they were the chief prieſts, the ſcribes, 

and the elders, 
But from this affecting picture, this moſt degrading repre- 
ſentation of human nature, which added inſult to extreme 
affliction, and crowned the height of human agonies with 
mockery and contempt, ſuffer me to divert your attention, 
and let us contemplate the pleaſing reverſe ; let us exult in 
the humanity of modern days, and glory in the finer feelings 
of our countrymen, and with ardent devotion let us offer up 
our thankſgivings to the Almighty, for that ample portion of 
compaſſion which he has permitted to inſinuate itſelf in the 
breaſts of the inhabitants of this iſland, Where, and in what 
age did the heavenly attribute of charity, the offspring of 
pity, more liberally more univerſally diſſeminate itſelf ? 
Where, and when were the horrors of war more ſoftened by 
the ſublime dictates of humanity ?—or the captive feel the 
chains of bondage leſs galling? What times, what country, 
can boaſt of ſuch liberal public inſtitutions, for the relief of 
the ſick, the infirm, the diſeaſed in body and mind? In what 
country has private contributions to public charities done fo 
much ? Where has charity given more by ſtealth, as it were, 
bluſhing to find a private good act, at the ſame time that it 
gratified 


E 

gratified the finer feelings, become public fame ? In what 
other country is the maintenance of the poor, the infirm, and 
the aged become the law of the land, and that at the 
expenſe of millions? No where. Lovk round the habit- 
able world, I can ſay it with exulting confidence, no nation, 
no clime, or diviſion of the world, can boaſt of ſuch great 
and ſublime effects of that divine particle of the human 
ſoul, compaſſion; and at the ſame time remember, my bre- 
thren, that the cauſe does not ariſe from our climate, our 
ſoil, or our conſtitution, but from our religion: it is not be- 
cauſe we are Engliſhmen, but becauſe we are Chriſtians: 
And let us attribute alſo to thoſe public and ſocial virtues 
which take their origin from this great cauſe, the happy ef- 
fects which we experience in our extended commerce, our in- 
creafing riches, and that tranquillity with which the Al- 
mighty has bleſſed us; and have always in our recollection, 
that while thoſe public and ſocial virtues prevail among us, 
we are enſuring to our country an increaſe of temporal glory, 
riches, and peace, and' to ourſelves firm and well-founded 
hopes in a happy futhrity. 

A late moſt awful and melancholy inſtance of the little 
account princes of the earth are in the eye of the Almighty, 
has given riſe to theſe reflections; we being now thoroughly 
convinced that we can feel acutely for another's woe, and 


rejoice 
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rejoice cordially for another's joy. The ſame fate which at- 


tends the poor man, we now know, by experience, may be 
the lot of the mcnarch. No ſtate, no condition of ſublu- 


nary grandeur is enfranchiſed from thoſe humiliating ſitua- 


tions to which humanity is ſubje&t. We have ſeen, in one 
inſtant, a careful father, an affectionate huſband, a kind, in- 
dulgent, and generous maſter, ſurrounded with all that can 
make this life approach the confines of perfect happineſs ; 
uſing his powers and faculties in the divine exerciſe of doing 
good : in the next, we have beheld him a being deprived of 
underſtanding. We have ſeen the houſe of comfort, cheer- 
fulneſs, and joy become the manſion of unavailing ſorrow, 
miſery, and affliction : and we can now conceive, that the do- 


micil where order and harmony, the reſult of good ſenſe and 


prudent conduct, prevailed throughout the family; ſo that the 
owner may be ſaid, in the language of the book of Job, to 
have made an hedge about himſelf and about his houſe, and 
about all that he hath on every fide; and let the Lord but put 
forth his hand, and in an inſtant the whole becomes a ſcene 
of confuſion and anarchy.—Thele are terrible contraſts; yet 
iuch as all of-us may be obliged to ſubmit to: theſe are great 

afflictions; but are the common lot of human nature. 
Does the ſtranger, or he with whom we have no imme- 
diate connection but by the tics of common humanity, ſuffer 
under 
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under afflictions ? weſympathiſe with him, and he has at leaſt 
our compaſſion ; as the connections of human life bind the 
patient to our intereſts and feelings, by the more cloſe rela- 
tions of neighbourhood, acquaintance, or friendſhip, our 
compaſſion is proportionably ſtronger, and pity partakes more 
of the nature of (elf intereſt. Is he our immediate relation? 
and does he ſtand connected with us by the more endearing 
ties of conſanguinity and natural affection? Still more and 
more we feel for his misfortunes, attempt to mitigate his ſuf- 
ferings, and with greater fervour do we offer up our prayers 
to the throne of mercy, for his relief and recovery; thus do 
we proportion the degrees of thoſe feelings, which indicate to 
us the neceſſity of ſuffering for another's woe, to the intimacy 
of our connection with the object of it; but always that moſt 
enlarged circle which comprehends the whole human race, 
has a claim to, when under misfortunes, and ſhare, in a pro- 
portionate degree, our compaſſion. | 

So alſo is compaſſion excited in greater or leſs degrees, in 
proportion to the abſolute miſery which we conceive the af- 
flicted to labour under, of which we are much inclined to 
judge, by comparing his preſent miſery with his paſt hap- 
pineſs ; the poor man may become poorer, the valetudinarian 
may become dangerouſly ill, or he who has been lame may 


become more ſo; while we, who cannot judge with accuracy 
B of 
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of the degree of increaſe of his misfortunes, are not ſo much 
ated on by compaſſion in theſe inſtances as where the man 
in affluence at once falls to poverty, the man in health at once 
falls dangerouſly ill, or he who had the perfect uſe of every 
limb, at once loſes the uſe of them all; here the ſprings of 
compaſſion are thrown open in the moſt ample manner, and 
we commiſerate, by compariſon of his preſent miſery with 
his paſt comforts ; but in all caſes, and in all degrees of hu- 
man miſery, which may be ſubje& to our view, it is, thank 
God, our nature not to inſult, like the high prieſts, ſcribes, 
and elders of the Jews, but to pity. | 

If ever there was a caſe that ſolicited the pity of thoſe who 
know how painful it is to ſee a father, huſband, brother, or 
friend, ſuffer under evils which the ſolicitude of affection and 
friendſhip can neither remove or mitigate; it is when that 
evil falls upon the mind, attacks that only particle of the di- 
vine breath which is in our compoſition ; and, by depriving 
us of our reaſon, which directs all our actions, and ſublimes 
our appetites and inclinations to the dignity of human nature, 


leaves the being now degraded below the level of the brute 
creation, a prey to every whirlwind of the ſenſual appetites, 
without the direction of inſtinct, that certain and unerring 
guide to the beaſts of the field, and the fowls of the air, in 
what tends to the preſervation of their beings, the continu- 


ation 
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ation of their ſpecies, and the care of their young, which the 
Almighty Creator of the univerſe has implanted in them from 
the creation of the world. 

Such is the awful, the trying affliction, which, by the per- 
miſſion of Divine Providence, our beloved Sovereign has of late 
been viſited with; this, of all misfortunes incident to huma- 
nity, the moſt humiliating to the pride of mankind, the moſt 
terrible in its conſequences to the peace and comfort of a man's 
immediate relatives and dependents, the moſt diſaſterous in 
its effects on the ſocial circle in which he moves, unleſs his 
actions are reſtrained by the ſtrong hand of force, and coer- 
cion ſupplies the place of reaſon; yet in ſuch a ſituation, has 
this nation of late ſeen, not only a wotthy man, an affection- 
ate huſband, a careful father, not only a fellow creature, 
whole conduct in life hes been guided by the ſtricteſt dictates 
of ſober teaſon, not a private individual only, whoſe moral 
and religious life weulę have formed an excellent example in 
a humbler ſituation, but 0 the extreme affliction of the whole 
nation, nay I may ſay the civilized world; they have ſeen 
a ſovereign monarch, who has, to the ſatisfaction of his nu- 
merous ſubjects, for a long ſeries of years, not only reigned 
over, but in the heaxts of the moſt enlightened nation in the 
world; and who hes uniformly given, through that period 
of time, an unexampled inſtance of conſtant rectitude of mo- 
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ral conduct, and ſtrict attention to religious duties; and this 
alſo in an age when too many inſtances of the contrary are 
prevalent among the higher claſſes of ſociety no wonder, 
therefore, that the inhabitants of Great Britain have ſorrowed 
with no common ſorrow ; no wonder that their finer feelings 
have been more particularly called forth to lament the affect- 
ing ſituation of the partner of his throne, and of his virtues ; 
thus bereft, by a ſingle ſtroke of the divine chaſtiſement, of 
the advice and protection of her affectionate huſband, and 
beloved friend. 

But, thanks to the Almighty Diſpoſer of events, this bit- 
ter cup of miſery is paſſed over us: our horizon, ſo lately 
over-caſt with louring clouds, and charged with heavy 
ſtorms, is again become the ſcene of ſunſhine and cheerful- 
nels; and this happy contraſt may firſt, and before all ſe- 
condary cauſes, ariſing from humar: afliſtance, be attributed 
principally to this very important and ſerious one, becauſe he 
truſted in God that he would deliver him; which truſt in 
the power, and reſignation to the , bf God, has produced 
an effect worthy of its cauſe : the ſublime happineſs which 
the Sovereign muſt feel, who now ſees how dear he is to his 
ſubjects; that which a faithful wife muſt feel, who has a 
huſband, the long and affectionate companion of her anxious 
cares and ſolicitudes for a numerous progeny, reſtored to the 


full 


l 

full poſſeſſion of his former health and underſtanding ; that 
happineſs which a numerous and amiable offspring muſt en- 
Joy in the reſtoration of a careful and indulgent father, and 
protector, to their anxious wiſhes ; and beyond all, and above 
all, that ſatisfaction and joy, which many millions of loyal 
ſubjects, living under the beſt laws, and the moſt excellent 
conſtitution of government in the world, muſt experience, on 
having a Sovereign who has made theſe laws, and that con- 
ſtitution, the rule of his ſceptre ; who has uniformly paid a 
reverential attention to that plan of rights, which has been 
handed down to us from our forefathers; on having ſuch a 
Sovereign reſtored to their ardent wiſhes and fervent prayers, 
long, very long (may it be the will of Heaven) to reign over 
them. 

It is conceived, that it will not be thought beneath the 
dignity of that place, from whence I have the happineſs to 
deliver my ſentiments to you on this heartfelt ſubje&t of con- 
gratulation, if, in applying the text in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner to your ſerious conſideration, on the great importance of 
truſting in God, as exemplified in the inſtance of his Ma- 
jeſty' s recovery, an anecdote which appeared in the exami- 
nation of the phyſicians, publiſhed by parliamentary autho- 
rity, is alluded to; the phyſician who immediately attended 
on his Majeſty's perſon, at his firſt examination, expreſſed his 
firm 
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firm belief in the recovery of his Sovereign, which, -had his 
patient been a perſon in a common ſituation in life, he ſaid, 
would have amounted almoſt to abſolute certainty ; but, at the 
ſame time, expreſſed an apprehenſion leſt when reaſon might 
be again returning to her ſeat, the mind, reflecting on the 
vaſt height from whence the monarch had fallen, might not 
be able to bear the humiliating recolleRion, and a relapſe 
might be apprehended ; but the ſame attentive phyſician, on 
his ſecond examination before the ſame auguſt aſſembly, then 
ſaid, his apprehenſions in that reſpect were vaniſhed, for that 
he had found in his Majeſty ſo much religious reſignation, 
or, in the words of the text, he ſo truſted in God, that he 
made no doubt of his bearing to reflect on his deplorable 
ſituation, without any fear that thoſe reflections would again 
drive reaſon from her throne : the event, happily for his fa- 
mily, happily for his ſubjects, has fully juſtified the prediction. 

It is the duty of my ſituation not to-let my heaters depart 
without collecting ſome religious and moral maxims from 
this cheerful occaſion, and attempting to impreſs them for- 
cibly on their minds. 

In the firſt place, the real importance of a firm truſt and 
confidence in the Almighty, during the viſitation of thoſe va- 
rioas evils to which human life is ſubject, moſt evidently is 


offered to their conſideration, —- This is an anchor on which, in 


the 
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the moſt trying afflictions to which human life is ſubjz&, we 


may rely with ſafety, if our paſt conduct merits the mercies 
of the Almighty, or if, by a ſincere repentance and deter- 
mination to lead a new life, we implore his forgiveneſs and 
protection; and this truſt and confidence will, when every ex- 
pectation of returning to the enjoyment of this tranſitory life, 
and the ſociety of our friends and relatives is vaniſhed, and 
this world and all its objects are withdrawing from our 
eyes, ſmooth our paſſage to futurity, and hope will not quit 
us in our approach to the gates of death. 


Another reflection offers itſelf to us, which, in the example 


of our King and Queen, ſtands pre-eminently forward to our 
view ; I mean the real temporal good which ariſes to the in- 
dividual, from a conſtant and habitual practice of the duties 
of morality and religion.—Where can be ſeen fo bright, ſo 
uniform an example of moral rectitude, and religious duties 
diſcharged with conſcientious exactneſs? And where do we 
ſee ſuch unbounded love and confidence prevail as in the 
hearts of their loyal ſubjects, who ſo many years have wit- 
neſſed that conduct? The graces of politeneſs, the charms of 
affability, the blaze of profuſion, if not attended with an 
honeſt and virtuous life, in vain lay claim to our confidence; 
theſe externals play round the head, but enter not the heart; 
and we beſtow on the poſſeſſor a tranſient ſuperficial praiſe 

only, 
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only, but not our confidence to merit that, be virtuous, be 
religious, imitate, in your humble ſpheres, your Sovereign i in 
his exalted fituation, ſo ſhall you poſſeſs in this world the 
love and friendſhip of your immediate relations and intimates, 


the regard and protection of your maſters, the reſpect of your 


dependents, and the confidence of your neighbours ; and in 
the next world, that unſpeakable joy and happineſs prepared 
for the good, which eye hath not ſeen, ear heard, nor doth 
it enter into the heart of man to conceive; and whenever, | in 
future times, your memory may dwell on your Sovereign' 8 
paſt afflictions and his: ſubjects ſorrow, his recovery and their 
joy, remember, at the ſame time, the cauſe; recollect that it 


was not only becauſe a mighty prince ſuffered that they ſor- 


rowed, but becauſe goodneſs and virtue were in affliction.— 


Jt was not only becauſe a potent monarch recovered, but be- 


cauſe the father of his people was reſtored to their wiſhes 


and prayers, that ſo many millions of his ſubjects now re- 2 


joice with univerſal joy. The application of this reflection, 
to your own conduct in life, none of you can: fail to make.— 
Oo therefore, and do ye likewiſe. 
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